CS Department Undergraduate Student Feedback (moderated by ACM & LUG)

Monday 10/30, 12:45-1:45pm and 4:30-5:30pm, 233 SB

CS Curriculum

	COMMENT
	RESPONSE

	Physics 2…why should we include it?  Archies have gen physics, why do we have to take phys 2?
	ABET accreditation requirement for 2 science classes with labs. Most engineering CS programs choose 2 physics classes to support this requirement.

	HUM 300 level?  Why?
	IIT general education requirement, similar to most universities

	Cs 100 curriculum is awesome
	N/A

	Computational biology courses exist?  Bioinformatics.
	CS does some research related to Bioinformatics (i.e. data mining), but has no faculty specializing in this area.  Biology dept does offer some BIOL5xx course, but pre-req requirements are hard

	Somewhere in our classes, we should make sure people are getting material – maybe get harder material in there and not test on it but test on easier material – understand it better the second time we see it
	Not sure if we understand? 

Many of our course sequences have slightly overlapping content so students see related material more than once (CS116/331, cs330/430, cs350/351/450)

	cs485: least applicable, not serious
	Course is different from all other CS courses, more of a humanities/social science. Many graduates later comment on the benefit of CS485.

	java: one fellow works for the arc, sees a lot of students that are without some very fundamental computer science theory.  Some 115/116/201 students seem to be lost with general principals.

· Seemingly need some more top-level, abstract knowledge


	Our goal is to have the CS115/116 (cs201) sequence to be more than just a programming course, including more problem solving, design, and program structure knowledge.

Will regularly get feedback from ARC for issues like this.

	calculus and physics programs are applicable (freshman)
	N/A

	required statistics would really help for classes like X Li’s cs430
	Will investigate possible “recommended” semester-by-semester program to show MATH474/475 prior to CS430

	about a quarter of students in cs201 seemingly weren’t qualified for this accelerated course, delayed learning
	We do offer a placement test for CS majors over the summer, will expand to all CS201 registered students

	great variance between the same class being taught by different teachers.  Some kind of unified curriculum for any one course would be appreciated.  It seems like lots of professors have different views about how to teach a class, and what students should be taking away from a class.


	We do have meetings to review of standard course materials and objectives before the semester with Course Manager and previous instructor(s). Sometimes a new teacher will also bring a new perspective and improve the course. CS Committee and Course Managers will keep closer watch on this in the future. CS1xx/2xx should always be almost identical. CS3xx should only have about 10-20% variance. CS4xx allow up to 25% variance.

	Undergrad program seems to be not geared enough towards theory, very real-world based which is unexpected. A lot of students come here thinking that this is a research-oriented university, but the ug program seems very real-world.
	CS dept is trying to balance theory and practice. The majority of the required 4xx level courses (CS430, CS440, CS450) are very theory based, so much that many students complain they are not more real-world.

	Love the internet/streaming classes.  Material still comes across very well, and there is a general feeling that this program should be expanded.  Feelings that some of our best lecturers should be published online, published openly (similar to what MIT is doing with Open Courseware).

· Might be nice to provide these for all students, at least, so that prospective students can audit a class and see whether they want to take that course.


	Forwarded to IIT-Online

	COMMENT
	RESPONSE

	Specialized programs (information security, and database?) are great ideas.  These kinds of programs should be better described to students.  Well conceived concept, looks great on the resume, etc. 


	Recently added to CS www page, included in prospective student talks, included in advising emails every semester, will add to CS100 advising

	Concern over the use of Java as an introductory language, thoughts about using SICP (as at MIT) in conjunction with Scheme.  People don’t want to learn about Java, C++; they want to learn how to program better.   How to structure programs, etc.
	CS dept has researched this issue and feel learning problem solving and programming can be language independent. We are working on improving this teaching style in CS1xx/2xx. We also see the benefit of following the AP CS language of choice, and providing a marketable job skill first year.

	The focus of the intro Java classes forgoes design issues.  These classes shouldn’t be focused on how to program in Java, but should focus better on how to design programs and what the structure should look like.
	We agree and are working on this.

	Expanding into different languages beyond Java would be really appreciated.  Different paradigms and ways of programming would be a beneficial thing to teach.
	CS350/CS351 expand in to C/C++, CS440 touches many languages and paradigms, CS480 uses LISP/SCHEME

	Formal explanations as to why certain textbooks were chosen for a course would be appreciated.  Also, more internet resources to supplement these materials would be nice.
	Textbooks are chosen by Course Managers/Instructors. We will require all instructors to post secondary textbook references for courses (preferably online)

	cs450: one big expensive text book (required) has been used on only a few small occasions
	Forwarded to faculty

	it would be nice if some CS books were on books 24x7, or made available online in some way.  Books are so very expensive, very hard for the students.  Unanimous feelings behind this.
	We cannot control what books are offered online. We will require all instructors to post secondary textbook references for courses (preferably online)


CS Courses

	COMMENT
	RESPONSE

	CS 100 – more class time? 

- Instructor keeps track of students?  Clickers?  (physics 1 has it – prof puts mult choice on board and keeps track of who got what right/wrong)? – some people are for it, some against it (not accurate, some just push buttons)
	CS faculty have researched this, but with our fairly small class sizes we hope to be able to promote more active student participation without “clickers”. We do realize in some classes (CS1xx in particular), there is a wide range of student abilities and some students may feel embarrassed to ask questions. 

	CS 350

· Not getting anything out of it

· Can we get Lee (or simpler than Lee) back and have him teach all of the three courses in the series?

· Spends too much time explaining (trying to)

· She didn’t have materials, had to get solutions to explain

· When they change instructors for a course, please give instruction, not the first course this has happened in


	Teacher teaching this course for first time, we do have meetings to review of standard course materials and objectives before the semester with Course Manager and previous instructor(s). Sometimes a new teacher will also bring a new perspective and improve the course. CS Committee and Course Managers will keep closer watch on this in the future.

	CS 430 - Really hard

· Book is hard to read, Get another book that “holds your hand” instead of definitions (many agree)
	Require all instructors to post secondary textbook references for courses (preferably online)

	COMMENT
	RESPONSE

	lab work seems very misleading.  Thinks some problems could be reworded.  There will be certain steps about what you’re supposed to do, for example:

- a problem may ask you to create two classes, but won’t describe how they should interface (even though this is what the students are being graded on)


	We are working on templates for various lab types and will continue to improve them.

	cs411: there’s interest in seeing this class resurrected.  Is this feasible?
	CS441 – Computer Graphics is taught every third/fourth semester. Last taught Fall2005, next taught Fall 2007

	For introductory courses it would be nice if there was instruction in how to use command line tools right off the bat to write software.  Basic text editors (vim, nano), work with gcc and gdb on the command line would be nice to have for new students.

· A lot of students like using the Eclipse IDE that is used in introductory courses

· Concern that students will become too reliant on powerful IDEs, leaving them in the wilderness if they ever find themselves on a UNIX machine.

· In that vein, Professor K required students to stop using Eclipse for compilation.  This is seen as a good approach.


	There are benefits to both command line and powerful IDEs, but we are moving toward introductory command line with IDEs later (and multiple platforms too).

	cs115: labs could be broken up better.  Some students come into labs with everything done, while others spend the whole time staring at their monitors not knowing what’s going on.
	Assignments of students to labs is random, and there should be enough TA coverage to assist all students. 

	cs201: spent 30 minutes on simple if() predicate.  These kinds of things are ridiculous, since these students are supposed to have a good deal of background.
	We do offer a placement test for CS majors over the summer, will expand to all CS201 registered students

	The general feeling is that the intro-level courses need to really be re-thought.
	We are working on it, see previous posts

	It would be nice if a placement test was made available that allowed incoming students to place out of cs201.
	Credit by examination is possible, but will need to advertise more to new students.

	cs115: the Java text book required for this course is really good (several people agreed)
	N/A


CS Faculty

	COMMENT
	RESPONSE

	Office hours at the same time as classes (for TA’s) – not helpful
	CS dept will require all TAs has office hours posted (collected centrally by CS dept and posted along with faculty office hours) and they cannot match with class time and ideally should be on days that they don't meet.

	Cs 430 (Xiang-Yang Li) really hard to understand (many agree); especially with IIT online.
	Forwarded to faculty

	Cynthia Hood: cs350: playing with Legos during lab isn’t desirable.  The students see right through the metaphor, and it’s been too extended.  Teaching style is pretty good when she talks directly on topic (ie, floating point).  Good slides, knowledgeable.
	Forwarded to faculty

	COMMENT
	RESPONSE

	Nazli: cs422/425: makes you feel bad about asking questions before actually answering.  Speaks way to fast for her thick accent.
	Forwarded to faculty

	Francis Leung: too soft spoken for his accent.
	Forwarded to faculty

	Michael Lee, Bauer, Beckman: absolute super stars.
	Forwarded to faculty

	Prof K: cs115: glosses over stuff to an incredible degree.  A lot of students are very lost.  He doesn’t provide enough structure for the younger students who is he teaching to.  
	Forwarded to faculty

	Prof K: cs441: explains code line-by-line, which is a huge waste of time.
	Forwarded to faculty


CS Research for UG

	COMMENT
	RESPONSE

	Have no idea what opportunities exist. Maybe publicize more or get more opportunities. Bring in grad students – explain to us more what kinds of things we do and what is important (although it is student’s initiative). Maybe optional meetings to inform students about all these things (iit today is not read as much). students don’t know where to find information on this, even though they’re interested in doing research. too difficult to get into programs, professors push students off
	Putting together www page with summaries of research/project areas. Will also add short intro to research areas in CS100. Possible taped sessions for posting on internet. In the past these live sessions were very poorly attended 

	IPRO is detracting from side research
	IPRO is a good introduction to faculty for students interested in research, there is still plenty of work to go around

	Research interests:

· Virtual reality

· Embedded

· Graphics systems

· Security (with Grossman)

· Distributed computing (with Sun)


	· Virtual reality   no CS faculty

· Embedded  ?

· Graphics systems   Dr. Agam

· Security  Dr. Grossman/Dr. Yee
· Distributed computing  Dr. Sun/ Dr. Lan 


CS Lab facilities

	COMMENT
	RESPONSE

	More operating systems; writing unix programs on windows does not work
	Dual boot 108SB in Spring 2007

	Color printers?
	Available in the ARC and Galvin Library

	Not enough room in classrooms (CS 330 – Sasaki)
	Some room sizes changed over the summer with renovation, these reductions did not get into the course/room scheduling system. This has been corrected.

General problem with courses with internet sections, -251 students sometimes attend already full live lecture. Will raise issue with registrar. Faculty should ask the –251 students to leave if there is no room.

	Put scanner on non-ta machine; you can’t use scanner if Ta is teaching
	What scanner in which lab?

	Software update: Win32x
	What is the issue?

	COMMENT
	RESPONSE

	Hardware: East hall basement hardware is too slow.
	Forwarded to OTS

	Linux Lab?
	Dual boot 108SB in Spring 2007

	Alias “host220.cns.iit.edu” – very annoying to type it in.
	Forwarded CS Server Admin

	Saved profiles in putty please with host220.cns.iit.edu or alias it
	Forwarded CS Server Admin

	Maybe get winscp installed?
	Forwarded to OTS and CS Lab Admin

	linux physical terminals
	Dual boot 108SB in Spring 2007

	can’t open PDF in Firefox
	Forwarded to OTS and CS Lab tech

	IE still available, you need to hunt for Firefox
	Forwarded to OTS and CS Lab tech

	Wifi has gotten a lot better in Stuart building

· Wifi lacking in Life Sciences

· Coverage could be more complete overall, but things are improving
	Forwarded to OTS

	Internet connection times out quite a bit, makes it a hassle to watch online lectures.  This is a major problem because you start watching a lecture, and when it times out, you have to start watching it from the beginning again, you can’t start from where you were previous to disconnection.
	Forwarded to OTS

	cs425: iitv1 is jammed packed with students.  Seats 20 comfortably, but there are upwards of 35 students when exams happen.
	Instructor requests second room for exams. General problem with courses with internet sections, -251 students sometimes attend already full live lecture. Will raise issue with registrar. Faculty should ask the –251 students to leave if there is no room.


CS Advising

	COMMENT
	RESPONSE

	Advising is great; love the 30 second response
	Forwarded to faculty

	Bauer does a good job of telling you the difficulty
	Forwarded to faculty

	Awesome that bauer teaches cs 100
	Forwarded to faculty

	Awesome that Beckman is so thrilled about theory of CS – awesome to have prof who is excited.
	Forwarded to faculty

	Ta for cs 330 is not a good grader; impossible to get an answer correct. – maybe ta should be flexible?
	TA following instructor direction on grading. Forwarded to faculty

	TA Language barrier with some cs courses like 330
	Learning to communicate with people with English as a second language can be challenging sometimes, but is a valuable skill for the workplace. Please be patient and ask the faculty/TA to repeat themselves if you do not understand them.

	Bauer is amazing, no complaints
	Forwarded to faculty

	Lightly unstructured curriculum is appreciated
	N/A

	Bauer is very open to answering questions, and is good with his immediate responses
	Forwarded to faculty

	Bauer very good about keeping up communication between the department and the students, well appreciated by everyone, people think the CS department is a real model for this kind of thing.
	Forwarded to faculty, will discuss with other departments


Open Discussion

	COMMENT
	RESPONSE

	Beckman takes long time to reply to emails (sometimes – disagreed by some)
	Forwarded to faculty

	Revamp mass-mailer? (IIT Mailer)
	Forwarded to OTS

	Get some grad student or phd student speakers?

- We get a lot of general knowledge, not so much how we can apply it and where it is applied. (lots agree)
	CS dept will (and has) supported ACM and LUG bringing in outside industry speakers and alumni.

	Lug meetings not only on weekends please; many of us go home
	Forwarded to LUG

	Regular ACM meetings (will be done)
	Forwarded to ACM

	Nicer if more profs use it
	Use what ?

	Try keeping java utilities the same?  It’s cool that there are a lot of things to use, but how about one/two tools?
	Exposure to many tools, and when to use what, is good. We will try to stress more “when to use what” in introductory classes.

	Host220 account which has all your classes instead of user per class…it’s annoying (many agree)
	Forwarded CS Server Admin

	Profs should encourage version control
	Introduced in CS331 (Beckman). Will urge CS4xx classes to include version control. We are working on a stronger thread of s/w engineering throughout the curriculum (Alumni feedback result)

	Cheating on programming/projects
	Require all CS courses with programming projects to use MOSS (Univ. of Cal. – Berkeley) for initial review of code to identify over 50% similarities. Final review should be done by instructor.
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