CS Department Undergraduate Student Feedback

Monday 10/30, 12:45-1:45pm, 233 SB

(moderated by ACM & LUG)
1. CS Curriculum

a. Physics 2…why should we include it?  Archies have gen physics, why do we have to take phys 2?

b. HUM 300 level?  Why?

c.  Cs 100 curriculum is awesome

d. Computational biology courses exist?  Bioinformatics.

e. Somewhere in our classes, we shoulod make sure people are getting material – maybe get harder material in there and not test on it but test on easier material – understand it better the second time we see it

2. CS Courses

a. CS 100 – more class time?

i. Instructor keeps track of students?  Clickers?  (physics 1 has it – prof puts mult choice on board and keeps track of who got what right/wrong)? – some people are for it, some against it (not accurate, some just push buttons)

b. CS 350

i. Not getting anything out of it

ii. Can we get Lee (or simpler than Lee) back and have him teach all of the three courses in the series?

iii. Spends too much time explaining (trying to)

iv. She didn’t have materials, had to get solutions to explain

v. When they change instructors for a course, please give instruction, not the first course this has happened in

c. CS 430

i. Really hard

ii. Book is hard to read

3. CS Faculty

a. Office hours at the same time as classes (for TA’s) – not helpful

b. Cs 430 (Xiang-Yang Li)

i. really hard to understand (many agree); especially with IIT online.

ii. Get another book that “holds your hand” instead of definitions (many agree)

4. CS Research for UG

a. Have no idea what opportunities exist

b. Maybe publicize more or get more opportunities

c. Bring in grad students – explain to us more what kinds of things we do and what is important (although it is student’s initiative)

d. Maybe optional meetings to inform students about all these things (iit today is not read as much)

5. CS Lab facilities

a. More operating systems; writing unix programs on windows does not work

b. Color printers?

c. Not enough room in classrooms (CS 330 – Sasaki)

d. Put scanner on non-ta machine; you can’t use scanner if Ta is teaching

e. Software update:

i. Win32x

f. Hardware

i. East hall basement hardware is too slow.

g. Linux Lab?

h. Alias “host220.cns.iit.edu” – very annoying to type it in.

i. Saved profiles in putty please with host220.cns.iit.edu or alias it

j. Maybe get winscp installed?

6. CS Advising

a. Advising is great; love the 30 second response

b. Bauer does a good job of telling you the difficulty

c. Awesome that bauer teaches cs 100

d. Awesome that Beckman is so thrilled about theory of CS – awesome to have prof who is excited.

e. Ta for cs 330 is not a good grader; impossible to get an answer correct. – maybe ta should be flexible?

f. Language barrier witn some cs courses like 330

7. Open Discussion

a. Beckman takes long time to reply to emails (sometimes – disagreed by some)

b. Revamp mass-mailer? (IIT Mailer)

c. Get some grad student or phd student speakers?

i. We get a lot of general knowledge, not so much how we can apply it and where it is applied. (lots agree)

d. Lug meetings not only on weekends please; many of us go home

e. Regular ACM meetings (will be done)

f. Nicer if more profs use it

g. Try keeping java utilities the same?  It’s cool that there are a lot of things to use, but how about one/two tools?

h. Host220 account which has all your classes instead of user per class…it’s annoying (many agree)

i. Profs should encourage version control

CS Department Undergraduate Student Feedback

Monday 10/30, 4:30-5:30pm, 233 SB

(moderated by ACM & LUG)
1/ CS Curriculum

· cs485: least applicable, not serious

· java: one fellow works for the arc, sees a lot of students that are without some very fundamental computer science theory.  Some 115/116/201 students seem to be lost with general principals.

· Seemingly need some more top-level, abstract knowledge

· calculus and physics programs are applicable (freshman)

· required statistics would really help for classes like X Li’s cs430

· about a quarter of students in cs201 seemingly weren’t qualified for this accelerated course, delayed learning

· great variance between the same class being taught by different teachers.  Some kind of unified curriculum for any one course would be appreciated.  It seems like lots of professors have different views about how to teach a class, and what students should be taking away from a class.

· Undergrad program seems to be not geared enough towards theory, very real-world based which is unexpected. A lot of students come here thinking that this is a research-oriented university, but the ug program seems very real-world.

· Love the internet/streaming classes.  Material still comes across very well, and there is a general feeling that this program should be expanded.  Feelings that some of our best lecturers should be published online, published openly (similar to what MIT is doing with Open Courseware).

· Might be nice to provide these for all students, at least, so that prospective students can audit a class and see whether they want to take that course.

· Specialized programs (information security, and database?) are great ideas.  These kinds of programs should be better described to students.  Well conceived concept, looks great on the resume, etc. 

· Concern over the use of Java as an introductory language, thoughts about using SICP (as at MIT) in conjunction with Scheme.  People don’t want to learn about Java, C++; they want to learn how to program better.   How to structure programs, etc.

· The focus of the intro Java classes forgoes design issues.  These classes shouldn’t be focused on how to program in Java, but should focus better on how to design programs and what the structure should look like.

· Expanding into different languages beyond Java would be really appreciated.  Different paradigms and ways of programming would be a beneficial thing to teach.

· Formal explanations as to why certain textbooks were chosen for a course would be appreciated.  Also, more internet resources to supplement these materials would be nice.

· cs450: one big expensive text book (required) has been used on only a few small occasions

· it would be nice if some CS books were on books 24x7, or made available online in some way.  Books are so very expensive, very hard for the students.  Unanimous feelings behind this.

2/ CS Courses

· lab work seems very misleading.  Thinks some problems could be reworded.  There will be certain steps about what you’re supposed to do, for example:

· a problem may ask you to create two classes, but won’t describe how they should interface (even though this is what the students are being graded on)

· cs411: there’s interest in seeing this class resurrected.  Is this feasible?

· For introductory courses it would be nice if there was instruction in how to use command line tools right off the bat to write software.  Basic text editors (vim, nano), work with gcc and gdb on the command line would be nice to have for new students.

· A lot of students like using the Eclipse IDE that is used in introductory courses

· Concern that students will become too reliant on powerful IDEs, leaving them in the wilderness if they ever find themselves on a UNIX machine.

· In that vein, Professor K required students to stop using Eclipse for compilation.  This is seen as a good approach.

· cs115: labs could be broken up better.  Some students come into labs with everything done, while others spend the whole time staring at their monitors not knowing what’s going on.

· cs201: spent 30 minutes on simple if() predicate.  These kinds of things are ridiculous, since these students are supposed to have a good deal of background.

· The general feeling is that the intro-level courses need to really be re-thought. 

· It would be nice if a placement test was made available that allowed incoming students to place out of cs201.

· cs115: the Java text book required for this course is really good (several people agreed)

3/ CS Faculty

· Cynthia Hood: cs350: playing with Legos during lab isn’t desirable.  The students see right through the metaphor, and it’s been too extended.  Teaching style is pretty good when she talks directly on topic (ie, floating point).  Good slides, knowledgeable.

· Nazli: cs422/425: makes you feel bad about asking questions before actually answering.  Speaks way to fast for her thick accent.

·  Francis Leung: too soft spoken for his accent.

· Michael Lee, Bauer, Beckman: absolute super stars.

· Prof K: cs115: glosses over stuff to an incredible degree.  A lot of students are very lost.  He doesn’t provide enough structure for the younger students who is he teaching to.  

· Prof K: cs441: explains code line-by-line, which is a huge waste of time.

4/ CS Research for UG

· students don’t know where to find information on this, even though they’re interested in doing research

· too difficult to get into programs, professors push students off

· IPRO is detracting from side research

· Research interests:

· Virtual reality

· Embedded

· Graphics systems

· Security (with Grossman)

· Distributed computing (with Sun)

5/ CS Lab facilities

· linux physical terminals

· can’t open PDF in Firefox

· IE still available, you need to hunt for Firefox

· Wifi has gotten a lot better in Stuart building

· Wifi lacking in Life Sciences

· Coverage could be more complete overall, but things are improving

· Internet connection times out quite a bit, makes it a hassle to watch online lectures.  This is a major problem because you start watching a lecture, and when it times out, you have to start watching it from the beginning again, you can’t start from where you were previous to disconnection.

· cs425: iitv1 is jammed packed with students.  Seats 20 comfortably, but there are upwards of 35 students when exams happen.

6/ CS Advising

· Bauer is amazing, no complaints

· Lightly unstructured curriculum is appreciated

· Bauer is very open to answering questions, and is good with his immediate responses

· Bauer very good about keeping up communication between the department and the students, well appreciated by everyone, people think the CS department is a real model for this kind of thing.

7/ Open Discussion

November 20, 2006

     The Undergraduate Committee convened on Nov. 20, 2006 to discuss the issues brought up by students during peer 

     advisement sessions. The Committee vetted out what was considered the most representative issues (e.g., those 

     that represent the feelings of a broad spectrum of students and do not just cater to an individual).

     Issues of education, facilities, and cheating were raised. Students desire a better integration of their studies 

     with industrial and research activities. Industrial integration is generally handled by the co-op office (CDC). 

     However, whenever job solicitations arrive at individual faculty, there should be a policy as to how to publicize 

     it. Currently, some faculty forward the solicitations to Matt Bauer, but there is no formal policy.

     To integrate undergraduates into education there may be two measures: -first, faculty will be invited to orientation classes (e.g., cs 100) to discuss their research and invite 

     undergraduate participation -second, a Web site will be developed that describe to students the research activities under way within the CS 

     Department In general, students desire a chance to integrate all that they have learned in individual courses in a single, 

     large-scale project.

     In terms of classroom instruction, students were concerned about cheating and TA office hours. We propose 

     creating a clear policy on cheating such that judgment is taken out of cases. A uniform cheating policy will be 

     developed and faculty will be required to announce the policy as well as put it on the syllabus. The policy 

     include how to detect cases of cheating and how to act on them.

     Some faculty texts have been criticized as being too cryptic. The Undergraduate Committee has contacted the 

     instructor.

     Some students raised the issue about humanities requirements for CS majors. This requirement is part of the 

     American educational tradition and is generally not subject to debate. There should be a large enough variety of 

     courses, however, that caters to individual interests.

     TAs have occassionally scheduled office hours during class time. This creates a clear conflict for students and 

     TAs will be disallowed of such scheduling in the future. An office hour policy will be created, requiring TAs to 

     have office hours at least twice a week for XXX hours, at least during one day that class takes place and one day 

     that it does not. This allows students more flexibility in meeting the TA.

     Issues of classroom and lab facilities were raised. Some classrooms were too small for the class. The Registrar 

     has addressed this issue.

     Finally, TAs would like to know more clearly the identity of the ombudsperson for undergraduates. Matt Bauer, 

     the undergraduate advisor, will advertise his role more clearly.

     Some of our undergraduate students have shown interest to being involved in some research and/or development projects. The Undergraduate Curriculum Committee would like to ask each faculty, to 

     send a paragraph to describe any such research or development projects you may have and would like to give a chance to the undergraduates for involvement in your project(s). This may vary in tasks, 

     including doing some coding for your project(s).

From: Yacin Nadji <ynadji@iit.edu> Date: Monday, December 4, 2006 5:56 pm Subject: Improvement for Undergraduate CS Students First off, I'd like to thank Prof. Korel and Grossman for 

     meeting with us, to hear our concerns about the CS undergrad program at IIT. Personally, I feel we can help to alleviate some of the problems, and make the CS department better on the whole. While 

     we were talking, a few ideas were thrown around to improve the department, and showcase our strengths to the rest of academia. BK- I would like to thank you for your feedback. I am planning to 

     have such meetings every semester.

     One of the major issues was the lack of quality programming, and when we do have programming, it seems to be difficult to find. For the most part, things get put on the CSUndergrad mailing list, and 

     while I personally check every single one (btw, thank you Matt), I'm pretty sure it's safe to assume most students do not, apathy is a popular thing at our school, and I imagine it's pretty rampant among 

     the CS majors. For example, I know there's a seminar tomorrow morning at 10:30, but I bet most CS majors do not. This isn't the fault of the CS department in any way, since I'm sure you all of much 

     more important things to do with your time, but students (especially apathetic ones) needs this information rammed down their throats, rather than semi-difficult to find. For example, I had no idea 

     http://www.cs.iit.edu/~seminar even existed, and I consider myself fairly involved in student activities. One of the things I recommended was we get a group of students together to handle publicity, and 

     eventually, getting the speakers themselves. BK- This is a very good idea. If you have some speakers in mind, please contact the department. We can help in organizing the seminar. The department 

     may be able to cover some cost, e.g., lunch/dinner. However, I would like to indicate that the department does not have funds to cover, for example, speaker honoraria. 

     This way, the information only needs to go to one credible source, and it'll get handled from there. We wouldn't need to have an official IIT student organization for this, but I feel heading in this 

     direction is both inevitable, and desirable, for the groups success. After just handling PR, the group can actually begin to program events, similar to what ACM did with Richard Stallman. Perhaps it'd 

     be better to go through ACM, rather than form another group, but I feel that ACM could do a much better job than they are now. BK- I think that both groups should cooperate as much as possible. 

     DG - restart IIT LUG (I wish there was a way for the LUG to communicate with the department --- it'd be nice if it could be a subgroup of the ACM Chapter, but if that can't happen so be it). host 

     more events with the ACM -- I think its a great idea.

     The second issue we looked at was how we could improve the perception of IIT, specifically pertaining to the CS department. Something that would help out, I believe, would be going the route other 

     distinguished universities have taken (MIT, Berkeley et. al.) and get our lectures on the web. I just recently finished up a lecture series from Berkeley (CS 61A - Spring 2006: The Structure of 

     Interpretation of Computer Programs) and I'm positive some of our more prolific lecturers (Michael Saelee and Mattox Beckman to name a few) would be able to generate a similar response. I feel 

     like podcasting would be an easier first step, and eventually, something similar to MIT's OpenCourseWare would definitely set the bar for the departments at the school. I personally don't mind doing 

     the research on handling these various aspects (the podcasting of lectures for example), but I need help from the CS department to help out with the legality issues, if there are any, and perhaps 

     equipment help. BK- This is also a very good idea. We will be checking the legal aspects of this. MB - Testing podcasts(audio only) of Bauer CS430 lectures in Spring 2007

     I thought these were the two major topics we discussed, and I just wanted to try and follow up on them as much as possible. Try and determine what you all thought on the issue, and perhaps try and 

     get something going so next semester, we can start paving the way, and making the CS dept. at IIT just a little bit better. BK- Thank you again for giving us this excellent feedback.

     DG - I'd like to thank you and the others for taking some time to give us blunt feedback. I agree we need to do a better job with publicity. I suspect if we had a very strong ACM they could figure out 

     ways to do this, but I'm not sure how to make our ACM strong. As for podcasting lectures, I like the idea. I wonder if we could find a way to take existing video taken from existing lectures and turn it 

     into podcasts. Maybe we could see which teacher got the highest evals and based on that convert their semester into a set of podcasts to bring them fame and fortune.

